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Bill No. and Title:  House Bill No. 2121, Relating to Legal Services. 

 

Purpose:  House Bill No. 2121 appropriates moneys from the general fund for civil legal 

services for low- and moderate-income persons to be purchased by the Judiciary. 

 

 

Judiciary's Position:  
 

 The Judiciary strongly supports House Bill No. 2121 to appropriate funds for civil legal 

services providers to deliver civil legal services to low- and moderate-income persons.  Civil 

legal services providers extend a lifeline to the most vulnerable in our community.  The amount 

requested will restore funding for civil legal services for low- and moderate-income persons to 

pre-recession levels through contracts administered by the Judiciary.   

 

House Resolution No. 12, H.D. 1 and Senate Resolution No. 6, S.D. 1 (2015) requested 

the Hawaii Access to Justice Commission to assemble state and community entities to determine 

and report which agency or organization should administer funding for civil legal services to 

low- and moderate-income persons. The resolution requested that the report include a history of 

state funding of civil legal services, issues historically faced by civil legal service providers, 

analysis of assigning administration to governmental entities, recommended level of funding and 

proposed legislation.  This bill reflects the recommendations of the Working Group. 
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The Judiciary concurs with the recommendations of the Working Group that the Judiciary 

administer the funding, and the Judiciary supports the Working Group’s recommendation that 

the Judiciary be given the discretion to contract the administration of the funding with a 

nonprofit organization with at least five years’ experience in administering grants to providers of 

civil legal services.  Compensation for the administration is recommended to be limited to not 

more than five per cent of the total amount allocated for these services each fiscal year.   

 

However, the Judiciary can only support these recommendations if such funding is not 

taken from the Judiciary’s general operating funds or other critical needs.  As noted in the report, 

the Judiciary has a significant concern that any funds provided by the Legislature be additional 

funding and not be made at the expense of the Judiciary’s current budget requests and base 

budget, which would impact operations including contracts for treatment and prevention. 

 

By establishing this process and restoring funding, providers of civil legal services will 

be able to plan and manage the delivery of much needed legal assistance to low- and moderate-

income persons.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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Feb. 4, 2016 

 

TO:    Honorable Chair Morikawa & Members of the Human Services Committee  

 

RE:  HB2121 Relating to Legal Services  

  Support 

 

Americans for Democratic Action is a national organization founded in the 1950s by leading supporters 

of the New Deal and led by Patsy Mink in the 1970s.  We are devoted to the promotion of progressive 

public policies.   

 

We support HB 2121 as it would provide funds for civil legal services for low and moderate income 

persons to be purchased by the judiciary.  Thousands of Hawaii residents need civil legal services that 

they just cannot afford and that our legal services providers don't have the capacity to provide. Many 

people who need civil legal services fall into a "gap group" who are ineligible for services with Legal Aid 

Society of Hawaii or Native Hawaiian Legal Corporation.   People need services for guardianships, 

adoptions, and issues relating to housing, education, and other social services.  It is only fair that poor 

citizens have the right to legal representation in these cases.  Therefore please look favorably on this bill. 

 

Thank you for your consideration.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

John Bickel 

President 
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kobayashi2-Jessi

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 8:29 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: louis@hawaiidisabilityrights.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2121 on Feb 9, 2016 09:00AM

HB2121
Submitted on: 2/4/2016
Testimony for HUS on Feb 9, 2016 09:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Louis Erteschik Hawaii Disability Rights
Center Comments Only No

Comments: Funding for legal services programs is a vital public function.We served on a Task Force
convened by the Access To Justice Commission which led to this proposal. It would be very
beneficial to dedicate permanent funding to these programs as it provides stability as well as
sufficient resources to serve indigent clients.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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RE: testimony in Support of HR 2121 Relating In legal Sciviees 

t o the Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Conmiittee: 

I strongly support Hit 2121 tor the appropriation of funds fur the putt:hwe of 
civil legal services for low and moderate income individuals. 

T write this letter in both my personal capacity as an attorney and as a 

Director of Volunteer Legal Services Ilawaii (V LSH). Volunteer Legal Services 

I lawaii coordinates and facilitates pro bono work by private practice attorneys 

providing services to precisely the members of our community whom this hill is 
intended to serve: low and moderate income individuals. 

Through its volunteer attorneys. VLSI! provides in civil legal services in the 
areas of Family Law (Divorce, Child Custody, Child Support, Guardianship, 
Paternity, Adoptions), Estate Planning (Wills, [rusts, Powers of Attorney, Advance 

Ilealtheare Directives), and District Court Matters (such as Landlord-Tenant, Small 
Claims, Contract Disputes. In addition, it assists our Veterans in their Disability 

Appropriations such as requested under HB 2121 fund VI SH's 
administrative functions_ which in turn leverage the ellbrts of the private bar. 

Organizations such us VLSH meet critical needs within our legal system by ensuring 
access to the legal system and justice for all. 1 ur tg=i4)assaae of .H B 2121  to ensure 

continued funding  for these critical activities. 

Thank you for your consideration and support for I-113 2121. 

Sincerely yours, 

f)avid P. craidgy 

FE8-05-2016 11:48AM FAX:8085332242 
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P. O. Box 3198 Honolulu, HI 96801-3198 

O‘ahu Helpline: 808 531-3771   |   Toll-free: 800 690-6200   |   Administration: 808 534-0040   |   Fax 808 531-7228 

dvac@stoptheviolence.org   |   www.domesticviolenceactioncenter  | 

facebook.com/domesticviolenceactioncenterhawaii 

 

 

 

 
TO:  Chair Karl Rhoads 
         Vice Chair Joy San Buenaventura 
         Members of the Committee 
 
FR:  Nanci Kreidman, M.A. 
        Chief Executive Officer 
 
RE:  H.B. 2121 
 
 
Aloha, and thank you for hearing H.B. 2121 today.  It has long been apparent to the 
organizations providing legal services to the community, and to those needing assistance, that 
there are scarce resources invested in the delivery of legal services.  
 
Access to justice is a phrase and a real concept that has swept the nation and resides in the 
hearts of our Hawaii communities. In order to meet or move in the direction of achieving such a 
lofty goal, there must be a larger investment of funds. When individuals, families, marginalized 
communities, differently abled, low income people and victims of domestic violence are 
represented adequately, or provided with necessary information to navigate the legal system, it 
serves the interests of the community as a whole.  
 
The legal system is not a familiar or user friendly system for people unacquainted with it. 
Assistance to find redress or remedy helps people regain balance, stability and impetus to 
become contributing members of the community. It is also, most certainly, good for the courts 
to have parties with representation. Better outcomes, better management of court calendars 
and more timely resolution of challenges stands to serve us all.   
 
Funds included in this Bill shall help to restore the loss of funds during the economic crisis and 
build momentum for efforts intended to really meet community need. 

mailto:dvac@stoptheviolence.org
http://www.domesticviolenceactioncenter/
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February 5, 2016 

Via Fax (808)586-6311  

To the Chair, Vice Chair, 
and Members of the Committee: 

I strongly support  the appropriation of funds for the purchase of civil legal 
services for low and moderate income individuals. 

am a Partner at Bays Lung Rose & Holma. Although I write his testimony in 
my personal capach v (and not on behalf of Bays Luna Rose & 	my job has given me 
insights into the great legal needs of lower income citizens of Hawaii. 

Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii coordinates and facilitates pro bono work by 
private practice attorneys for low and moderate income individuals in civil matters such us 
family law, adoption, divorce, and other civil disputes. Appropriations such as those requested 
here fund the organization's administrative functions, which in turn leverage the efforts of the 
private bar. 

Organizations such as Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii fulfill a critical function 
within our legal system by ensuring access to the legal system and justice for all. I urge passage 
of HB 2121 to ensure continued funding for these critical activities. 

Thank you for your support. 

Best regards, 

BAYS LUNG ROSE & HOLMA 

By: -aseaSe 

FUL:tsm 

FEB -05 -2016 01:20PM FAX - 808 5334184 
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February 5. 2016 

Via Fax (808) 58663l1 

To the Chair, Vice Chair, 
and Members of the Committee: 

I strongly support the appropriation of funds for the purchase of civil legal 
services for low and moderate income individuals. 

I am a Partner at Bays Lung Rose & Holtna and a Director and President of 
Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii. Although I write this testimony in my personal capacity (and 
not on behalf of Bays Lung Rose & Holma). my job has given me insights into the great legal 
needs of lower income citizens of Hawaii. 

Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii coordinates and facilitates pro bono work by 
private practice attorneys for low and moderate income individuals in civil matters such as 
family law. adoption, divorce, and other civil disputes. Appropriations such as those requested 
here fund the organization's administrative functions, which in turn leverage the efforts of the 
private bar. 

Organizations such as Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii fulfill a critical function 
within our legal systcm by ensuring access to the legal system and justice for all. I urge passage 
of HB 2121 to ensure continued funding for these critical activities. 

Thank you for your support. 

Best regards, 

BAYS LUNG ROSE & HOLMA 

-12/1 
By: k"  

Michael C. Carroll 
Attorney at Law, A Law Corporation 
Its General Partner 

MCC:tsm 
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February 5. 2016 

Via Fax (808) 586-6311 

To the Chair, Vice Chair, 
and Members of the Committee: 

stvongly support the appropriation of funds for the purchase of civil legal 
services for low and moderate income individuals 

I am a Partner at Bays Lung Rose & Holina and a Director and President of 
Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii. Although I write this testimony in my personal capacity (and 
not on behalf of Bas Lung Rose & Holma), my job has given me insights into the great legal 
needs of lower income citizens of Hawaii. 

Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii coordinates and facilitates pro bono work by 
private practice attorneys for low and moderate income individuals in civil matters such as 
family law, adoption, divorce, and other civil disputes. Appropriations such as those requested 
here fund the organization's administrative functions, which in turn leverage We efforts of the 
private bar. 

Organizations such as Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii fulfill a critical function 
within our legal system by ensuring access to the legal system and justice for 211. 1 urge passage 
of HB 2121 to ensure continued funding for these critical activities. 

Thank you for your support. 

Best regards, 

BAYS LUNG ROSE & HOLMA 

ACAPP:4101 
 le an H. Eng( 

Attorney at w. A Law Corporation 
Its General Partner 

RF1E:tsrn 
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February 5, 2016 

Via Fax (808)586-6311 

To the Chair, Vice Chair, 
and Members of the Committee: 

I support the appropriation of funds for the purchase of civil legal services for low 
and moderate income individuals. 

I am a Partner at Bays Lung Rose & Holma. Although I write this testimony in 
my personal capacity (and not on behalf of Bays Lung Rose & Holma), my job has given me 
insights into the difficulties sunounding access to legal services for the lower income citizens of 
Hawai'l. 

Vol nutter Legal Services Hawaii coordinates and facilitates pro bow work by 
private practice attorneys for low and moderate income individuals in civil matters such as 
family law, adoption. divorce, and other civil disputes. Appropriations such as those requested 
here fund the organitation's administrative functions, which in turn leverage the efforts of the 
private bar. 

Orgalizations such as Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii fulfill a critical function 
within our legal system by ensuring access to the legal system and justice for all. I urge passage 
of HB 2121 to ensure continued funding for these critical activities. 

Thank you for your support. 

Best regards. 

BAYS LUNGAOSE & HOLMA 

/
/ 

By 
Sarah M. Love 
Attorney at Law, A Law Corporation 
Its General Partner 

FE8 -05 -2016 01:23PM FAX:808 5334184 
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Divorce  Paternity  Custody  Child Support  TROs  Arbitration 
also handling national security cases involving revocation or denial of security clearances 

 
700 Bishop Street, Suite 2000, Honolulu, Hawaii  96813 

Telephone 808.535.8468 ♦ Fax 808.585.9568 ♦ on the web at: www.farrell-hawaii.com 
 

*Certified by the National Board of Trial Advocacy.  The Supreme Court of Hawaii grants Hawaii certification only to lawyers  
in good standing who have successfully completed a specialty program accredited by the American Bar Association. 

 

Thomas D. Farrell 
Certified Specialist in Family Law* 

tom@farrell-hawaii.com 

Anthony A. Perrault 
tony@farrell-hawaii.com 

J. Alberto Montalbano 
juan@farrell-hawaii.com  

Leslie Ching Allen 
leslie@farrell-hawaii.com 

 
 
 

TESTIMONY OF THOMAS D. FARRELL 
Regarding House Bill 2121 Relating to Legal Services 

 
 Committee on Human Services  

Rep. Dee Morikawa, Chair 
 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016, 9:00 a.m. 
Conference Room 329, State Capitol 

 
Good morning Representative Morikawa and members of the Committee: 

I strongly support this bill. 

I run a small law firm concentrating in Family Law.  All of us are volunteer attorneys with 
Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii (VLSH), and I serve on its board.  We see, first hand, the need 
for civil legal services to be provided to those who would otherwise have no access to justice.  
This bill will not only help fund VLSH, but it will provide financial support to the Legal Aid 
Society and other partners in the legal services community. 

Indulge me, if you will, and let me take a moment to tell you about VLSH. 

Just this past weekend, I handled an adoption for a woman who has been in casual possession of 
a seven year old girl for the past five years.  The child’s mother has been in and out of prison, 
and the father is unknown.  My client needs to have the legal authority to act as a parent, and also 
to make sure that mom doesn’t demand the return of this child in a drug induced moment.  The 
paperwork for an adoption is daunting, even for lawyers.  At $300/hour, this woman---who 
makes about $1,500/month---would never be able to afford to hire an attorney.  She’s getting her 
adoption done through VLSH.  And, by the way, the taxpayers of Hawaii will benefit from this 
too.  This child will remain in a safe and loving home, and will not be one of those who are in 
our CPS system and in foster care at taxpayer expense. 

That’s just one example of why civil legal services are vital, but they aren’t free.  My time may 
be free, but it takes an organization like VLSH to screen the cases, recruit the attorney 
volunteers, and match clients to lawyers.  VLSH complements the work of the Legal Aid 
Society, which does not rely on volunteers, but also is an important partner in helping to provide 
access to justice.  In fact, 40% of VLSH intakes are cases that Legal Aid was not able to accept. 

VLSH has an annual budget of around $600,000 year.  We do fundraising, we get private grants, 
we get some of the interest on lawyers’ trust accounts, and we get support from the bar.  But for 
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the last several years, we haven’t been able to make it without a GIA.  That GIA was supposed to 
be a temporary measure.  We have lurched from year to year, struggling to keep our doors open. 

Last year, the Legislature created a task force on funding civil legal services, and their ultimate 
recommendation was that the best answer was to create a line item in JUD 100.  This bill makes 
the appropriation and places it in the Judiciary.  That will create a stable base of funding. 

This is a modest investment that will do great good.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify this 
morning.	



	   1	  

 
 

February 8, 2016 
 
 
Chair Dee Morikawa 
Vice Chair Bertrand Kobayashi 
Committee on Human Services, 
House of Representatives 
State of Hawaiʻi 
Honolulu, HI  
 

House Bill 2121, Relating to Legal Services 
Testifying in STRONG SUPPORT  

Dear Chair Morikawa, Vice Chair Kobayashi and Committee Members: 

 I write in strong support of HB2121 RELATING TO LEGAL SERVICES, a bill being 
considered by this Committee on Tuesday February 9, 2016.  As you know, this bill would 
appropriate monies from the general fund for civil legal services for low- to moderate-income 
persons to be purchased by the judiciary. 
 
 I am a local attorney.  As a member of the Hawaii State Bar Association, I am in my 
second term on the Board of Directors for the HSBA as an Oahu Director.  I also serve as a 
Board Member on the City and County of Honolulu’s Zoning Board of Appeals, a position I 
have held for several years.  I am also a Board Member on the Hawaii LGBT Legacy Foundation 
and Equality Hawaii. My testimony is not submitted in my official capacity for any of the above 
organizations, but in my personal capacity.   
 
 As a member of the Hawaii bar, and a member of the Access to Justice Commission’s 
Committee on Increasing Pro Bono Legal Services, I have helped create a new program to match 
low to moderate income pro se appellate litigants with attorneys willing to represent them on a 
pro bono basis.  The Appellate Pro Bono Pilot Project was approved by the Hawaii Supreme 
Court last year, and accepted its first client in December 2015.  The partners for the Pilot Project 
are the HSBA Appellate Section and Volunteer Legal Services of Hawaii.  The Pilot Project fills 
an area where there was a need for pro bono attorney assistance that was not previously being 
served. 
  
 The partnership with Volunteer Legal Services of Hawaii is instrumental to the success of 
the program, however, because VLSH maintains oversight of the cases that are handled through 
the Pilot Project, it must allocate its own resources to the Pilot Project even though there is not a 
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separate funding mechanism to compensate VLSH for this service.  Also, because this is a Pilot 
Project, there are many cases that will not be eligible for the program – and many pro se litigants 
who will nevertheless need legal assistance on appeal.  As this committee is aware, there are 
many individuals at all stages of court cases that cannot afford market attorney rates, and who 
are denied justice merely because they cannot do so. 
 
 HB2121 is important because it will provide funding to assist a growing population in our 
state of individuals who need and deserve to access the courts, but cannot afford to hire an 
attorney.  Mahalo for your consideration of HB2121. 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

       
      Rebecca A. Copeland 
       







 

 

Telephone: (808) 536-4302 • Fax: (808) 527-8088 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 37375 •  Honolulu, Hawaii  96837-0375 

924 Bethel Street •  Honolulu, Hawaii   96813 

   

Jodi S. Yamamoto, Esq. 

President, Board of Directors 

 

M. Nalani Fujimori Kaina, Esq. 

Executive Director 

 

  www.legalaidhawaii.org 
A UNITED WAY AGENCY 

   

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB2121 – RELATING TO LEGAL SERVICES. 

 
Committee on Human Services - Room 329 

 
Representative Dee Morikawa, Chair 

Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice-Chair 
 

February 9, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. 

The Legal Aid Society of Hawaii submits strong testimony in support of HB2121 – Relating to Legal Services. 

This bill would go to restoring general revenue funding for civil legal services to 2008 levels.  Civil legal services 
are critical in that they can provide real world solutions to help families in crisis find stability and hope.  The 
recommendation for this funding was the result of an off-session working group established by HR12 which 
Requesting the Hawaii Access to Justice Commission to Assemble Various State and Community Entities to 
Determine which Agency or Organization should Administer Funding for Civil Legal Services to the Low- and 
Moderate-Income. 

The Legal Aid Society of Hawai‘i has provided civil legal services to the community for over 65 years.  Through 
our ten offices which include one on each of the major Hawaiian islands, our staff assist residents of Hawai‘i 
to navigate and solve basic issues which require legal interventions.  In 2015, our staff of 100 closed over 8,500 
cases and opened almost 9,800 in legal areas ranging from family, housing, consumer, foreclosure, public 
benefits, elder law, homelessness, immigration, language access, and child welfare. 
 
As members of the Committee of Human Services, we ask for your support on this measure as it will help to 
increase our community’s ability to bring civil legal services to those most in need.   
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
M. Nalani Fujimori Kaina 
Executive Director 
 
The Legal Aid Society of Hawaii (Legal Aid) is the only legal service provider with offices on every island in the state, and in 
2015 provided legal assistance to over 8,500 Hawai‘i residents in the areas of consumer fraud, public assistance, family law, the 
prevention of homelessness, employment, protection from domestic violence, and immigration.  Our mission is to achieve fairness and 
justice through legal advocacy, outreach and education for those in need. 
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kobayashi2-Jessi

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, February 03, 2016 4:07 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: breaking-the-silence@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2121 on Feb 9, 2016 09:00AM*

HB2121
Submitted on: 2/3/2016
Testimony for HUS on Feb 9, 2016 09:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Dara Carlin, M.A. Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

kobayashi2-Jessi

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 7:41 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: memarkley1@me.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2121 on Feb 9, 2016 09:00AM

HB2121
Submitted on: 2/4/2016
Testimony for HUS on Feb 9, 2016 09:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Maryellen Markley Individual Support No

Comments: As a long-time Disability Advocate for Legal Aid, I could share with you many, many
stories from my disabled clients about how very hard it is when they cannot work due to a disability,
and without earnings, they cannot afford to hire an attorney to help get services. It is a vicious cycle,
and Legal Aid, Volunteer Legal Services of Hawaii and related organizations are their only hope of
finding a way to survive. You all know this already. What you may not know was how hard it was
working for a nonprofit where every year you were faced with the very real possibility of losing your
job due to unstable funding. That, more than almost anything else I believe, contributed to our high
turnover rate. This bill will mean stable funding for these critical agencies that mean everything to
those in need. Very respectfully, please support this bill. It will be a wonderful legacy of meaningful
legislation that will deeply affect the lives of thousands of our most vulnerable people in Hawaii year
after year. Thank you very sincerely, Dr. Maryellen Markley

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



To the Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee: 

 

I strongly support the appropriation of funds for the purchase of civil legal services for low and 

moderate income individuals. 

I am a Professor of Law at the University of Hawai`i William S. Richardson School of Law.  Although I 

write this testimony in my personal capacity (and not on behalf of the Law School or University), my job 

has given me insights in to the great legal needs of lower income citizens of Hawai`i.   

Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii coordinates and facilitates pro bono work by private practice attorneys 

for low and moderate income individuals in civil matters such as family law, adoption, divorce, and other 

civil disputes.  Appropriations such as those requested here fun the organization’s administrative 

functions, which in turn leverage the efforts of the private bar.   

Organizations such as Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii fulfill a critical function within our legal system by 

ensuring access to the legal system and justice for all.  I urge passage of HB 2121 to ensure continued 

funding for these critical activities. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Justin D. Levinson 



From webfax.alohatone.com 
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To the Chair, Vice.Chair, and.Membersnf  the .Contrn tt 

stiontlyikipori.  the aOpreprietion of funds for the purchase• of civil' legal services for low and 

moderate :income individuals 

1 AM a:Partner at Crilford.Sato & Associates:CPAs, Inc, and alsathetreasurer of Volunteer legal Services 

Hawaii for the past 15 years.. :Although I wrltc this testimony In my personal capacity land not on .behalf 

Of the:firm), my job: has given me insights:in tithe : great:legal needs of lower incomq citizens ot 

Volunteer Legal Seryices.Hawalicoordlnatesand facilitates pro boric work by:private practice attorneys 

for low and moderate income individuals in civil matters such as:family law ;  adoption, divorce, and:other 

:civil disputes Appropriations .such .as those requested here fun the.organizatii3ris adrninisi relive 

functions, Which in turn leverage.the - efforts:ot the private bar. 

Organizations-such as Volunwertegal.Services Ilawaft fuibll criiical functipriwithin our legal:system : 1ov 

.ensuring access. to. the legal system and justice for all, I. u e.a 	'of MB 21:21 to ar  to tir ed 

fundit119.ttimitgritgliJA.010.0s ,  

Thank yo.0 for your support. 

Sincerely, 

'Joanne Hoe 
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Edward Thompson, III

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2016 6:57 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: blawaiianlvr@icloud.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2121 on Feb 9, 2016 09:00AM*

HB2121
Submitted on: 2/8/2016
Testimony for HUS on Feb 9, 2016 09:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
De MONT R. D. CONNER Ho'omana Pono, LLC. Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

e.thompson
Late
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Scott C. Arakaki 

Robert E. Badger 

Lawrence R. Cohen 

David R. Squeri 

Joanne S.C. Shone 

Of-counsel: 

Mario R. Ramil 

Regular Session of 2016 
Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

9:00 a.m. 

TESTIMONY ON HOUSE BILL 2121 — RELATING TO LEGAL SERVICES 

TO THE HONORABLE DEE MORIKAWA, CHAIR, AND MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMITTEE: 

My name is Scott C. Arakalci, Esq. I have been a Hawaii licensed lawyer for over 20 

years, am a volunteer with Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii (WLSH"), and support House Bill 

2121 that will provide financial support to Judiciary to provide civil legal services for low- and 

moderate-income persons. 

Homelessness is one of the biggest issues facing the State of Hawaii today. As you 

know, homelessness places a significant burden on those who are homeless as well as the 

government entities, non-profit groups, and private parties, who are trying to help address this 

growing issue. While there appears to be no easy answers to solve homelessness, VLSH tries to 

do its part with the assistance of its professional and energetic Executive Officer and staff and its 

many volunteer Hawaii attorneys and Board of Directors, by providing legal services and/or 

other legal-related assistance to help those qualified tenants and their family stay in their rental 

units and/or get back their rent or security deposit. Given that the tenant's finds and the 

availability of rentals are limited, VLSH serves an important legal role to those tenants who 

would never be able to afford private legal assistance and, in turn, does its part to combat 

homelessness by keeping Hawaii tenants in homes when justice and the law so require. 

Pioneer Plaza • goo Fort Street Mall, Suite 1140 • Honolulu. HawaIi  96813 • PHONE: 808.566.0855 • =Ai: 508.566.0955 

www.bacgetarakaki.corn 
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In addition to providing legal representation, VLSH provides educational opportunities 

for Hawaii attorneys to help low- and moderate-income persons as well as for their potential 

clients themselves. For example, within my law practice, I have a lot of landlord-tenant 

experience and have agreed to provide a seminar for the VLSH volunteer attorneys, who may 

practice in other areas of law, about Hawaii's Residential Landlord-Tenant Code so they may be 

better volunteers for VLSH and its clients. 

Also, VLSH organizes and supplies handout materials for residents at transitional shelters 

as part of their program to transition and stay in private rentals. For years, I have provided a 

number of seminars to transitional shelter residents about the Landlord-Tenant Code, the tenant's 

and the landlord's rights and duties, and some practice pointers from the legal perspective. I 

hope that these seminars are informative and, in my small way, assist these residents to help 

themselves transition from transitional shelters to private rentals or better housing options. 

For the reasons discussed in this testimony, I would strongly support the proposed 

funding in House Bill 2121 to provide civil legal services for low- and moderate-income persons. 

I believe that House Bill 2121 can do much good for organizations, like VLSH and others, who 

in turn will provide important legal services f-or the many people in need in the State of Hawaii. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on House Bill 2121. 

Badger Arakaki aic 
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